Clay County Redevelopment Commission

Regular Meeting

August 17, 2004

The Clay County Redevelopment Commission met for a regular meeting on Tuesday August 17, 2004 at 7:00 PM in the Commissioner’s Court Room at the Clay County Court House.

Members present were Mary Jo Alumbaugh, Jack Braden, Janice Gooch, Rob Moore, and Bill Sisson.

IN THE MATTER OF THE MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING

President Moore asked if there were any corrections or additions to the minutes from June or July.  Ms. Alumbaugh mentioned that Mr. Dittoe’s name was misspelled.  Mr. Dierdorf stated he would make the correction.

Mr. Sisson moved to approve the minutes from June and July, 2004.  Mr. Braden seconded the motion.  Motion passed 5-0.

IN THE MATTER OF THE JOINT EFFORT ON MARKETING

Mr. Jim Coffenberry addressed the Commission regarding a joint effort with Vigo County on marketing.  He explained that the state had preferences for the way marketing was performed and with how data was compiled and presented.  Mr. Moore asked about the cost of the effort.  Mr. Coffenberry stated that the cost would be around $60,000, and the funds would come from state and federal grants.
Conversation centered around marketing the County and how the various entities in the county fit into the plans.  Mr. Moore asked Mr. Coffenberry to invite representatives from the Clay County Economic Development Organization to the next Commission meeting in September to discuss possibilities.

IN THE MATTER OF PIKE LUMBER
It was announced that Pike Lumber had not attended the August County Council meeting to apply formally for their tax abatement.  There were questions regarding the submission of the SB1 forms.  It was also announced that they would attend the September County Council meeting.

IN THE MATTER OF THE INTER-LOCAL AGREEMENT AND WATER STUDY
Mr. Coffenberry stated that Brazil City Mayor Tom Arthur was in attendance to discuss the issue.  Mayor Arthur stated that he had held mixed feelings regarding the agreement to this point.  One of his main concerns was for the future and possible changes that could affect the agreement.  He also agreed that the proposed water study for Brazil and the I-70 area was connected to his decision process.  Various comments from the Commission and the Mayor indicated that the City and the County had mutual interests in this area and that cooperation between the entities would best serve the citizens.
Mayor Arthur and the City Engineer, Brian Pohlar, offered that the water study would allow the City to define their water system, as well as identify the best possible scenario for improvements and enhancements to properly service the I-70 area.  Mr. Pohlar stated he questioned if adequate pressure was available at various points throughout the City.  They informed the Commission that the City was in the process of documenting the city water system, something that had not been done in the past.

Mr. Moore asked if we proceed with the study process, will money be available for improvements.  It was mentioned that Beam, Longest & Neff conducted a study in about 1988 and the results of that study were on file in the Auditor’s office.  Mayor Arthur was asked if he had questions on the inter-local agreement.  He stated that he held both pro and con thoughts about the proposed agreement.  Mr. Moore offered that economic development included both the city and the county.  He further commented that we need utilities for the city and cooperation from all.  He finished with the thought that there needed to be a single point of contact.  All those in attendance agreed with this thought.
Mr. Sisson asked Mayor Arthur about the “cons”.  The Mayor responded that those thoughts  were political of nature and did include the 2004 election.  Mr. Dierdorf reminded the Mayor that the current proposed agreement held a provision where either party could cancel the agreement with thirty days notice, and if anything became unworkable for the Mayor he could cancel the agreement.  Mr. Moore asked what was needed to proceed.  The Mayor stated that he was prepared to take this issue to the City Council on August 24 at 7:00 PM.
Mr. Braden inquired about the accuracy of the proposed mapping in the water study.  Mr. Pohlar commented on the procedure included in the study.  Mr. Sisson interjected that the money for the study was an effort to study, not for corrective action.

IN THE MATTER OF THE TRANSFER OF PROPERTY AT IVC

Mayor Arthur announced that he was ready to move forward with the transfer.  Mr. Lew Britton stated that the Commissioners needed to sign the deed and that they would do so in the near future.

IN THE MATTER OF OTHER BUSINESS
Mr. Moore stated that the next Commission meeting would be September 21, 2004 at 7:00 PM.

IN THE MATTER OF ADJOURNMENT

Ms. Alumbaugh moved to adjourn.  Mrs. Gooch seconded the motion.  Motion passed 5-0.

Minutes prepared and submitted by Joseph M. Dierdorf
